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Land Clearing Burn Permit
This schematic is only for the counties in which Ecology is the air authority. If your project is 
located in Benton, Clallam, Clark, Cowlitz, Grays Harbor, Island, Jefferson, King, Kitsap, Lewis, 
Mason, Pacific, Pierce, Skagit, Skamania, Snohomish, Spokane, Thurston, Wahkiakum, or 
Whatcom or Yakima County, the local air authority has jurisdiction. Local air authority processes 
may differ.
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Applicant Department of Ecology or 
Local Air Authority

Public or other 
interested party

Land clearing burning is allowed 
with proper permits

Applicant submits complete 
application to Ecology or Local Air 

Authority

Land 
Clearing 

Burn Permit
Is not 

allowed

Applicant submits additional 
project information to Ecology or 

Local Air Authority

Ecology or Local Air Authority 
reviews application, may request 

additional information

Ecology or Local Air Authority 
issues a decision

Permit
Denied

Applicant receives 
letter explaining 
why permit was 

denied

Applicant may proceed with 
project, but has to call 1-800-406-
5322 prior to burning to make sure 
burning is allowed that day within 

the jurisdictional county

Permit Issued
Contact permitting 
authorities for valid 
dates (click link and 

see #13)

Permit
Denied

Applicant receives 
letter explaining 
why permit was 

denied

B

Applicant can appeal 
decision to Washington 

Pollution Control Hearing 
Board (PCHB)
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C

Permit Issued
Contact permitting 
authorities for valid 
dates (click link and 

see #13)
C

Applicant contacts Ecology or 
Local Air Authority to determine if 
they qualify for a Land Clearing 

Burn Permit
A

CompleteIncomplete

Approved Denied

Applicant can appeal 
decision directly to Ecology

Ecology or Local Air Authority 
reviews appeal application

Ecology or Local Air Authority 
issues final decision

Approved Denied

Reasonable alternatives to burning 
can be used or project is in an area 

that does not allow land clearing 
burning
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For more information on this permitting process visit the Regulatory Handbook and the Agricultural burning and permitting web page.

https://apps.oria.wa.gov/permithandbook/regulations?groupby=regulator#2
https://ecology.wa.gov/Air-Climate/Air-quality/Smoke-fire/Agricultural-burning



